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Opening remarks at the roundtable “Journalists for the Independence of the
Media and the Safety of the Profession”, 8 September 2022

Dear all,

On behalf of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, I'd like to congratulate you all with the
International Day of Solidarity of Journalists.

Promoting and protecting human rights worldwide is a priority in the foreign policy of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands. Enhanced safety of journalists is part of the Kingdom’s priority
topic to promote freedom of expression both offline and online.

Free and independent media ensuring the pluralism of opinion is a key element of a real
democracy. Freedom of expression and media is needed to ensure all other human rights.
Journalist investigations have been instrumental in bringing to the attention various cases of
torture, discrimination and abuse of power. Making such cases public is the first, most
important step to ensure damage is compensated and justice is restored.

During her recent visit to Kazakhstan, Dutch Human Rights Ambassador Bahia Tahzib-Lee
discussed with relevant government authorities and Kazakhstan’s civil society UPR
recommendation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Kazakhstan regarding freedom of
expression.

Repeal and revise the legal provisions that limit freedom of expression, and refrain from
using criminal provisions as tools to suppress the expression of dissenting opinions,
including on the Internet and social media. Response: supported.

She also called upon Kazakhstan to become a member of the two coalitions on this topic.
Specifically, Freedom of Online Coalition and Media Freedom Coalition. She also encouraged
Kazakhstan to join the Hague Commitment on the Safety of Journalists adopted during the
World Press Freedom Conference that was organized in 2020 by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Netherlands and UNESCO. Almost 60 countries endorsed The Hague
Commitment on the Safety of Journalists. They pledged to investigate and prosecute all
forms of online and offline attacks on journalists and other media personnel, both in their
own country and internationally.

As a country committed to democratic reforms, Kazakhstan should protect journalists to
ensure freedom of speech, which is a key factor for democracy building. With a new reform
programme and new media law that the government is aiming to develop by 2023, now
seems a good moment to review certain provisions and bring the law in line with
international principles of the freedom of speech. | wish you all a productive discussion
today.

MpueeTcTBME 3amecTuTensa nocna Koponeectea HngepnaHgos B KaszaxcTaHe
r-Ha Hayta BaH BayneH6epra
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MpuBETCTBYIO BCEX,

OT nmeHun KoponesctBa HugepnaHgos xody no3apasuTb BCex Bac ¢ MexKayHapoaHbIM AHEM
CONNAAPHOCTU KYPHANUCTOB.

MoolwpeHne M 3awmTa NpaB 4YesiOBEKA BO BCEM MUpPE ABAAETCA NPUOPUTETOM BHELUHEWN
nonntnkn KoponesctBa HuaepnaHgos. [MoBbilieHMe 6e30MaCHOCTU KYPHA/IMCTOB ABASETCA
YacTbio NPUOPUTETHOM TeMbl KOpoaieBCTBa NO NPOABUMKEHUIO CBOOOAbI BbIPaXKEHUA MHEHUI KaK
B oddnaiH, Tak U B OHNAlHE.

Ceoboaa, HesaBucumoctb W natopaamam CMWU onupatotca Ha csobogy uHbopmaummn wu
BbIPaXEHUA MHEHUI U ABNAIOTCA KAHOYEBbIM 31eMeHTOM Ntoboi peanbHO GYHKUMOHUPYIOLLEH
aemokpatun. Ceoboga CMU Heobxogmma ana obecneyeHma Bcex OCTasbHbIX NpaB YesoBeKa.
Cnyyam nMbITOK, OUCKPUMMHALMKM, KOPPYNUMW U  3/10ynoTpebneHus BAacTbld MHOro pas
BCM/IbIBAa/IM HA MNOBEPXHOCTb WMMEHHO 6narogapa paboTe KypHANUCTOB-paccnesoBaTenei.
MpepaHne @aKTOB oOrnacke — 4acTO NEpBbI, BaKHEWWMWIA LWar K BO3MELLEHWU Bpeaa,
NPUYUHEHHOTO HapYyLWEeHMAMM NPaB Ye0BEKa, U BOCCTAHOBIEHWUIO CNPaBeAIMBOCTMU.

Bo Bpema cBoero HegaBHero Bu3mTa B KasaxctaH nocon HupepnaHoosB no npaBam 4YesioBeka
Bana Tax3amb-/lu obcygmMna C  COOTBETCTBYIOWMMM  TOCYAAPCTBEHHbIMM  OpraHaMu W
rpaxkgaHckmm obuwectBom KasaxctaHa pekomeHgaumio KoponesctBa HwupgepnaHoos B
OTHOLWEHMW CBOOOAbI BbIPAXKEHUA MHEHWIA.

OTMeHUTb K nepecmoTpeTb MNpaBoOBble MO/0OXXEeHUA, OrpaHUYnBaroumne CBO60,£I,y BblpaXKeHnA
MHEHVIVI, M  BO34epXMBaTbCA OT WUCNOJIb30BAaHUA YrOJIOBHbIX NONOXEHUN B KayecTBe
MHCTPYMEHTOB A1 NnodaBNEHUA BblpaXKeHUA MHAKOMbLICINA, B TOM 4YUCheE B MHTepHETe n
coumnanbHbIX CeTAX. OTseT: nogaepXmBaeTca.

OHa Takke npmsBana KasaxcTaH CTaTb YN1E€HOM ABYX KOA/AMLMWA MO 3TOM Teme. B yacTHocTw,
Koanuuwusa 3a ceoboay oHnaiH u Koanmumsa 3a ceobogy CMW. OHa Takke npussana KasaxctaH
npucoeamHUTbCA K Maarckum o6asatenbcTBam Mo 6€30MaCcHOCTU KYPHAZIMCTOB, NMPUHATLIM B
xoge BcemupHol KoHdepeHumm no cBoboge neyaTn, opraHusoBaHHOW B 2020 roay
MuHUCTEPCTBOM MHOCTPaHHbIX aen Hugepnangos u HOHECKO. Moyt 60 cTpaH nmognucanu
laarckoe o006s3aTenbcTBO NO obecneyveHnto 6e30MacHOCTM KypHanuctoB. OHM 06A3anuch
paccnenoBaTb M npecnenosaTb B cyaebHom nopsake Bce popmbl OHAAMH- M odnalH-aTaK Ha
YPHAINCTOB M Apyrux cotpyaHnkos CMW Kak B cBoei cTpaHe, Tak 1 3a pybexom.

Kak rocypapcreo, npmMBepKeHHOE AeMOoKpaTUYeckum pedopmam, KasaxcrtaH A0MKeEH 3amLaTh
XypHanuctos ana obecneveHnAa csoboabl CA0Ba, YTO ABAAETCA KAOYEBbIM  (HAKTOPOM
NocTpoeHua aemoKpaTuun. C HOBOM Nporpammoi pepopm M HoBbIM 3akoHOM 0 CMMU, KoTopbIn
NnpaBuUTENbCTBO HamepeHo paspabotatb K 2023 roay, celyac noaxodawMin MOMEHT AnA
nepecmoTpa HEKOTOPbIX MNONOXEHWMA UM NpPUMBEAEHMA 3aKOHa B  COOTBETCTBME C
MeXAYHapOoAHbIMM NpUHLMNamm ceoboabl cnosa.

enao Bcem NpoayKTUBHOM ANUCKYCCUMU CErOAHA.

MpueeTcTBME 3amecTuTensa nocna Koponeectea HngepnaHgos B KaszaxcTaHe
r-Ha Hayta BaH BayneH6epra



